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Sails
Inkgo Lam

Hello everyone, welcome to Kau Sai Chau. | am a bamboo artist Inkgo Lam. This time | created a
large-scale bamboo art installation for the Sai Kung Hoi Arts Festival called “Sails”. You will see three
sails of different sizes which combine more than fifteen kinds of bamboo weaving craftsmanship. The
inspiration came from my first trip to Kau Sai Chau, when the villagers knew that | wanted to use sail
as the concept of the work. They were very excited and shared many features about the structure of
a traditional Chinese sail boat. And told me the differences between modern fishing ship and
traditional one. At the same time, | heard villagers talking about their experience of going out to sea
when they were young. The simplicity of life and the exciting fishing trip form a big contrast, so |
really want to let the audience enter the story of the villagers for my artwork.



Each of the three traditional Chinese sails have their own name, which are the head sail, the big sail,
and the third sail. They describe the three different stages of a fishing trip. Going out to sea,
returning to the voyage and returning home. This part of a long excursion is interlocking and forms a
cycle. The front is the head sail which is made by bamboo weaving, showing the scene of a house
when the adults go out to sea, the children are waiting at home. | heard from the villagers that
sometimes fishing at sea was very dangerous in bad weather. | use a window to guide the audience
into the mood of a person at home, looking forward to the return of his family.

The middle one is the big sail and there is another window at the centre. This time we finally see the
returning boat. Through this window you can look at the ocean, the sail boat will fall in the sea
between Kau Sai Chau and Jin Island. At the same time, the traditional bamboo pinwheels rotate in
the sea breeze, bringing good luck to the villagers and tourists who land on the island.

The last one is the third sail. Apart from the bamboo weaving. | also use fishing net as the element of
the work. The fishing net symbolises the catch after a fishing trip. | invited the villagers to teach me
making the fishing net by hand. This process of collaborating with villagers is the most important
experience in this creation. These three sails combined to tell the story of the villagers in Kau Sai
Chau. | also hoped the art installation can let the tourists know more about Hong Kong's bamboo
craftsmanship.
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