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Rhythm of the Dragon
Shi Qi Tu, Adrian Siu

Hi, I'm Kay. I'm Adrian. Welcome to our installation “Rhythm of the Dragon” here at High Island. Take
a moment to step back and walk around the installation. What do you see? Does it remind you of a
dragon? Let us show the story behind it. Back in Qing Dynasty, High Island earned its nickname,
Dragon Boat Bay because residents use long boats to transport supplies. These boats resemble
traditional dragon boats. And over time, the dragon became a significant cultural symbol here. In
fact, it's even referenced in an old fisherman's song: “The dragon boat’s drum, a single beat
resonates with three islands; paddling the dragon boat, it flies to the sky”.



Now take a closer look at the colourful dragon scales. These aren't just any materials, they are made
from eco-friendly recycled plastics, things like plastic bottles and even contact lens cases. But have
you noticed the specific colours? They weren't chosen at random. For generations, High Island has
been a key marina and supply port for fishermen, the Hakka people who live on land, and the Tanka
people who live on water have built a unique self-sufficient community here. The colours of the
dragon scales are drawn from the distinctive colours of the main villages in High Island, symbolising
the unity of these communities. And if you look closely, you see drawings on some of the scales.
These were painted by local residents sharing their personal stories and memories.

| wonder what time of the day are you visiting? Is it high tide or low tide? Is the sun shining or is the
wind picking up? The installation responds to all of these environmental changes. During high tide,
the dragon tail disappears underwater, only to re-emerge when the tides go down. And on windy
days, the scales move in a graceful rhythm, reflecting the wind's movement. If you are here for a
while, we encourage you to come back and see how the installation changes over time. It offers
something new with each shift in nature.

You may have noticed how large the main beam of the installation is, yet it is all one piece. You might
wonder how we managed to transport it here, it was actually quite a challenge. The structure had to
be moved using trucks, boats and even floating pontoons to make its way onto this island.

“Rhythm of the Dragon” isn't just a static piece of art, it's a performance base as well. An invitation
for both locals and visitors to come together, celebrate and share moments of joy. At sunrise, it
greets the morning breeze and by sunset it becomes the heart of festive celebrations. We hope you
will take the time to enjoy this installation, explore its many details and feel the “Rhythm of the
Dragon” coming to life in this special place. Thank you for visiting.
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